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UP IN THE AIR

COMEBACK KID

An Amelia Earhart portraitist
and historian visited and
performed at the Coles
County Memorial Airport
Tuesday.

Kylie Bennett, junior first baseman,
helped the Panthers beat Murray
State in the second game of the doubleheader, 7-6, Saturday.
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“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”

Hild to be
interim
director
of Tarble

Painting the untitled

By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Until a new director for the Tarble Arts Center
has been chosen and has accepted the position, it
will be filled in an interim capacity by Glenn Hild,
who is currently the interim dean of the College of
Arts and Humanities.
Michael Watts, who was the director of Tarble for the past 29 year, retired in May 2014 but
stayed part-time to give Hild the time to do a national search.
Blair Lord, the provost and vice president for academic affairs, is to make the final decision on a
new director for the museum.
“Often times, when a department chair at the
university is vacant, that position’s immediate supervisor, or immediate supervisor’s designee, will serve
in an ‘interim’ capacity until the new hire starts,”
Hild said.
The finalists include Peter Van Ael, from Northern Illinois University; Rehema Barber, from the
University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana; Sherry
Maurer, previously from Black Hawk College; and
Michael Schuetz, the assistant director of Tarble.
All four candidates visited campus for open community interviews in February.
Stephanie White can be reached
at 581-2812 or sewhite2@eiu.edu.

Student
Senate
to plan for
next year’s
budget
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The Student Senate will hear an update
Wednesday from the Apportionment Board regarding its budget for next year.
During the board’s meeting on March 26,
$3,835 was cut from the senate’s proposed budget of $42,035, leaving the senate with a total
of $38,200.
The senate will review how it will budget for
next year based on the board’s decision.
Reginald Thedford, the student body president, said executive members of the senate
come up with a budget to propose to the board.
“We will be hearing from the Apportionment
Board about if our budget was approved or if
there needs to be some cuts,” Thedford said.
“The executive members get together to go over
the budget, and then it’s sent to Apportionment
Board.”
BUDGET, page 5
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Jim Johnson, a former Eastern employee, paints his untitled sculpture outside of the Tarble Arts Center Tuesday. Johnson was an employee for
more than 30 years and now contributes large-scale sculpture art to the university.

Coles County to consolidate elections
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News
Consolidated elections for the Coles County area will take place from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on Tuesday in various polling places, such as
the Newman Catholic Center and the Bridge
Lounge of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Positions those in Charleston will be able to
vote for are city council member, park commissioner, and board of education members.
The city council members running are Jeffrey Lahr and Tim Newell, who are both cur-

rently council members. Running for park commissioner is Kris Phipps. Both groups of nominees are running unopposed, as two openings
are available for council members.
Also running unopposed are the board of education members from Charleston Township 12
North Range 9 East, including Susan Daniels,
Scott Clarke and Kelly Miller.
Running against each other are Kevin Oakley and Brian Gough for the board of education
members for the remaining congressional townships.
To vote, people have to be registered in the
county they are voting in.

Sue Rennels, the Coles County Clerk, said it
is a little late to register, but people can still register through Thursday because of a grace period.
“Anyone can register at 18,” she said.
If students are registered to vote in Charleston, any previous registration in their hometown is canceled.
“They are not able to vote twice,” Rennels
said.
Non-presidential, consolidated elections like
Tuesday’s generally have a lower turnout.
City Clerk Deborah Muller said more people
should come out to vote.
ELECTIONS, page 5

Greek Week events to span two weeks
By Jarad Jarmon
Managing Editor | @DEN_News
Greek Week events will take place over the
course of two weeks instead of one for Greek
Week 2015.
Tugs, an annual four-day competition
where the men and women of the fraternities
and sororities will be fighting in a large-scale
tug-of-war, will kick off the series of events
next week, while the majority of other competitions will take place over the following
week.
Dean Harwood, the director of fraternities and sororities, said the change came as a
result of scheduling conflicts to acquire the
Lantz Arena for Airband and Greek Sing.
The Panther Club Athletics Foundation
will be hosting their annual Spring Fling fun-

draiser on April 11, so Lantz Arena will not
be available.
Harwood said Greek Week typically takes
place after Easter and tries to steer clear of the
last two weeks of the semester.
Dylan Greger, a Greek Week steering committee co-chairman, said they want to avoid
these weeks so Greek Week does not interfere
with finals.
Greek Week will follow a “Hunger Games”
theme.
Starting at 4 p.m. April 6, 8 and 10 at the
Campus Pond, Tugs contestants will be pulling a rope across the east and west end of the
pond in hopes to have the other teams meet
their fate in the water in the preliminary
rounds.
Pyramids will precede the Tugs final rounds
at 11 a.m. April 11. A cookout will follow the

day’s competitions.
Tugs rounds will also start with the railroad-style air horn instead of shotgun. Last
year, faculty members, unaware of the Tugs
events, were alarmed by the sound of gunshots emanating from the competition.
“They have tested (the air horn), and are
very happy with the results,” Harwood said.
Even though the Tug dates were moved up
this year, Greger said they made sure to give
the teams the normal allotted time to officially train and prepare for their events.
Relay for Life will take place from 10 a.m.
until 10 p.m. April 12 on the Panther Trail
section next to the Campus Pond.
The Unity Stroll will take place at 5 p.m.
starting at the Doudna Steps April 16.

GREEK WEEK, page 5
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By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News

The Residence Hall Association
other members of Eastern’s community discussed topics such as gender
and sexuality, race and ethnicity, and
body image and mental health at the
“Diversity Books” program Tuesday.
The ‘books’ in the event were not
real; they were hollowed-out cardboard boxes with different topics
written on them.
For the first part of the program,
attendees wrote different negative stereotypes on each of the books they
heard, then discussed why they put
those stereotypes.
For race and ethnicity, people put
terms such as “crazy Bible thumper,”
“bigotry” and “extremism.”
Jack Cruikshank, a junior political science major, said a way to fight
these negative stereotypes was to realize not all religious people were extremists.
“Go to a mosque, synagogue, think
about their beliefs,” Cruikshank said.
Michelle Lisack, a graduate student, said religion gets a bad representation because of a vocal few people
who exist in every religion.
“People need to understand that
not one person can represent everyone,” she said. “Most are not extreme.”
Race and ethnicity were brought
up as well. People wrote phrases such
as “lazy,” “stupid” and “terrorist.”
Someone also wrote negative comments they heard about international
students, like that they were not able
to understand a lot.
Cruikshank said education would
help people stop making these generalizations and stereotypes. He shared
an instance when he was on spring
break and met an undocumented immigrant in a detention center.
“I’m from Illinois; I don’t really
deal with that kind of stuff,” he said.
“It was interesting to see his side of
the story, how he was going to be deported and was interrogated.”
A topic on how the media portrays
certain races also came up.
“Bad guys in movies these days
are made to look like they’re of Arabic descent, or Middle Eastern,” Lisack said.
Lisack also brought up how the
media showed the recent violence between the police and unarmed black
men.
“They show pictures of them in a
negative light, and post pictures that

JOSH SAX TON| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Brittany Hirst, a sophomore psychology major, shares a story with the group comparing short hair and homosexual slurs during the RHA’s Diversity Books event Tuesday in the basement of Andrews Hall.

are not all about the person,” she said.
Brittany Hirst, a sophomore psychology major, said she learned in
her sociology class how society creates
ideas, and when certain things confirm what people think, it gives them
more of an excuse to perpetuate these
stereotypes.
Chris Pickard, a sophomore political science major, said a way for people to combat these stereotypes is to
talk to people who are different from
them.
“You can’t judge a book by its cover,” Blackmore said.
On the economic background and
class status books, people had written
they heard things such as “low class,”
“unintelligent,” and “rich equals ruthless, poor equals lazy.”
The question of why people might
look down on those with more labor-intensive jobs such as a janitor or
plumber was further looked into.
“People assume people who are
‘smart’ work in an office, and unintelligent people work with their hands
and not their brain, even though that
is so not true,” Hirst said.
On the Gender and Sexuality
books, words such as f*****, d*** and
gay were written.
“People don’t accept people different from them,” Blackmore said.
“Don’t just judge and say ‘Wow, he’s
so gay’ when it’s not true.”
Hirst said a common problem she
sees when it comes to people’s perceptions of gay people is that sexuality is
just about sex.

JOSH SAX TON| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Participants of the RHA’s Diversity Books event write negative associations
with diverse topics in society onto paper books Tuesday in the basement
of Andrews Hall.

“When people say gay, they think
it’s just about intercourse when it’s
not just about that,” she said.
She said she saw this problem
when parents protested the portrayal
of gay people on TV shows or movies.
“They’ll say, ‘Why is there a gay
person on this show?’” Hirst said.
“‘They’re gonna show weird sex
stuff.’”
Another book, Age and Maturity, brought up stereotypes such as
younger people being immature and
never growing up and that older people should not act childish.
Body Image and Mental Health
was another book, with generaliza-

tions such as “mental struggle equals
unintelligent” written on them.
Mackenzie Freund, a sophomore
journalism major, said she has also
heard people say those with mental
illnesses are just using it as an excuse.
At the end of the discussions, participants were encouraged to write
down their stories and experiences with stereotypes on paper that was
put in the books.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Homemade hovercrafts to compete
By Meka Al Taqi Brown
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Hovercrafts will invade McAfee
Gym as a part of the new Hover Cup
competition created by the Society
of Physics Students from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. April 11.
Stevie Momaly, a physics graduate
student, said she originally came up
with the idea to have a hovercraft contest.
“The competition will consist of
the participants racing homemade,
ride-able hovercrafts,” Momaly said.
She said the contest is called “Hover Cup” because it was a play on
sports contests like the World Cup.
Momaly said she believes it is im-

portant for people to collaborate with
others outside of their field because
they can discover a new perspective
and do hands-on activities.
“We have talked about this even
in the past just as a fun thing for the
club to do and had been wanting to
do a competition that wouldn’t include people on campus,” she said.
“But we then took that idea and
wanted to invite everybody.”
The president, vice president and
the secretary of the Society of Physics
Students are the coordinators of the
contest along with Momaly.
She said the competition will consist of different categories, including
the main race, most creative and bestdesigned hovercraft.

The judges for the competition are
physics professors Donald Pakey and
James Conwell, technology professor
Peter Liu and English professor Rachel Heicher.
The sponsors for the event are the
Society of Physics Students, the applied technology manufacturing and
applied engineering program, The
Penalty Box and the physics department.
Momaly said prizes will be given
to the winners of each category. The
first-place prize for the racing category will be $100 to be divided within
the team.
The second-place prize will be a
$50 gift certificate to The Penalty
Box.

The registration forms are located on the official Eastern Hover Cup
Facebook page. The rules and regulations are also located on the Facebook
page.
Teams made up of two to five people can participate for a registration
fee of $5 per person. If a team wants a
T-shirt, members will need to pay $10
by April.
Anyone who is over the age of 15
is allowed to participate in the competition.
Admission is free.
Meka Al Taqi Brown can be
reached at 581-2812
or mrbrown7@eiu.edu.

Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on
what’s happening at EIU and in Charleston!

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2015

											

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS

3

Actor flies into Mattoon to portray Amelia Earhart
By Jalyn Westcott
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Leslie Goddard suited up and put on her
aviator goggles Tuesday afternoon as she
portrayed famous historical figure Amelia
Earhart at the Coles County Memorial Airport.
Goddard is a professional actor and historian who performs as women of history in
living history portrayals.
Goddard stepped into the shoes of Amelia Earhart and told the story of Earhart’s
life. She told the audience about Earhart’s
childhood, and how growing up she always
wanted to roughhouse with her sister and
would ask for footballs as gifts.
Goddard said Earhart knew she wanted
to fly when she rode in her first plane.
Earhart got a job so she could afford flying lessons. Goddard said Neta Snook, a
flight instructor, taught Earhart to fly, and
Earhart specifically asked for a female flight
instructor.
As soon as Earhart learned how to fly a
plane, Goddard said she was setting record
after record.
She reenacted Earhart’s first flight across
the Atlantic Ocean in June of 1928 with
co-pilots Wilmer “Bill” Stultz and Louis “Slim” Gordon. Goddard said Earhart
did not get to fly once during her journey
across the Atlantic, but got all the credit
when they landed.
Goddard told the audience how Earhart’s
career took off with the help of her husband and manager George P. Putman, also
known as G.P. She said Earhart was giving
lectures, speeches, and endorsing products
in no time.
Goddard said Earhart wanted to go on to
bigger things, like flying around the world.
She said Earhart set out in March of 1937
but came back because of technical problems. When Goddard reenacted Earhart’s
second attempt of flying around the world,
she didn’t get the chance to finish because
Earhart never landed.
While Goddard has been portraying famous women for 10 years, Earhart is a newer experience for her.
For Goddard to portray Earhart accurately, she said she had to do extensive research

MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Leslie Goddard performs the moment where Amelia Earhart was planning her last big trip around the world with her husband George Putnam
in a first-person portrayal of Earhart’s life Tuesday in the Coles County Memorial Airport.

on her.
“It takes about a year to develop every
new character,” Goddard said. “I try to
read as many biographies there are. In the
case of the Amelia, there are so many biographies written about her.”
“People ask so many good questions; it
is really a case of knowing the person,” she
said. “You kind of have to become an expert on the person.”
Goddard said she writes and memorizes
her own script and purchases a costume as a
way to get into character.
“I’m always excited when I get to the
parts in the program when she is in the

plane,” Goddard said. “I’ve had people who
are pilots say to me ‘are you a pilot yourself ’ and I’ve flown a little airplane but I’m
not a licensed pilot.”
Marita Metzke, the coordinator of the
Academy of Lifelong Learning at Eastern,
was responsible for the performance.
Metzke said she wanted the performance
to give people a learning opportunity and
chose Mattoon as the location because “she
is Amelia Earhart, and we are at the airport.”
“I want them (the audience) to be inspired, to read more, learn more about
Amelia Earhart and women in aviation his-

tory,” she said.
Linda Spence, an audience member and
Amelia Earhart enthusiast, said she was
overwhelmed with all the information Goddard provided.
“The trail that she set for women was
great,” Spence said. “I’m such a little kid at
heart but I like the fact that (Earhart) knew
what she wanted and she went after it.”
Spence said Earhart inspired her to follow her dream and to never settle for less.
Jalyn Westcott can be
reached at 581-2812
or jmwestcott@eiu.edu.

Forum strives to create unity for Eastern, Charleston
By T’Nerra Butler
Staff Reporter | @Den_News
In an open dialogue meant to diminish the separation between Eastern and
Charleston, the Interdisciplinar y Center for Global Diversity is hosting another Community Coffee Hour at 4 p.m. Friday at Jackson Avenue Coffee, 708 Jackson Ave.
The last coffee hour took place in February, and this upcoming one will be the
fourth for the academic year.
Connie Clarkson, the clerk of the Africana studies department and one of the
forum’s coordinators, said these open dialogues give Eastern and Charleston residents an opportunity to meet new people
and also to network.

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
Www.youngstowncharleston.com

217-345-2363

916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)
CAMBRIDGE STREET SALE! PRICES REDUCED!

Sign a lease between March 30-April 30 while available!












2bedroom/1.5 bath townhouses!
Units with NO Washer&Dryer $300/person
Units with Washer&Dyrer $325/person
Family (with children) $585/month
Beautifully landscaped w/views of the
Woods!
Trash and Parking included in rent
Fully Furnished Units!
Large walk in closets!
Home Away from Home feel!
Use Financial Aid to pay your rent!

youngstownapts@consolidated.net

“It’s not just one community coming to
meet the other; it’s not one entity trying to
do it all,” she said. “It’s a group of people
coming together to learn and understand
and to explore.”
Sa c e El d e r, a h i s t o r y p ro f e s s o r, s a i d
some of the topics brought up in the past
were difficult to talk about, but they were
always essential.
“At the last meeting, we talked about
steps that we can take as a community to
address racism, sexism and heterosexism in
our community to make it more inclusive,”
Elder said.
Elder, who is also a resident of Charleston, said the coffee hour allows the
Charleston and Eastern community a
chance to stop the separation.
“There’s been a lot of division between

Deposit
Special
HALF PRICE
FOR ANY
SIZE UNIT!
Until 5/8/15

the two, and the coffee hours provide an
avenue for effective communication between members of the community and the
campus—who I should emphasize, are a
part of the community,” Elders said.
Clarkson said the coffee hour gives both
communities a chance to interact and witness things occurring on campus.
“ We have Celebration coming up in
April, and that’s a wonderful way for the
Charleston community to come to campus,” Clarkson said. “We not only have the
opportunity for the community to meet
us, but also to see the events that take
place on campus.”
Jeannie Ludlow, the women’s studies coordinator, has been to past coffee hours
and said big figures in the community like
the mayor and the president of Eastern

Ap ri l 1, 2015
Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
Southwestern Pottery and Weavings exhibit on display

are helpful for the dialogue in order to get
facts straight.
“ There were a couple of people who
came who were pulling out that old stereotype saying the crime rate has gone up,”
Ludlow said. “ We had the mayor there
who had the statistics to say that’s not
true.”
Ludlow said the coffee hours bring new
information to people.
“It won’t be a huge shift all at once, but
every little bit makes a difference,” Ludlow said.
T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening at EIU?

EIU Broadcast Industry Fair | 11 AM - 1 PM
Radio/TV reps meet with students about jobs, internships, and career preparation; MLK Union
The Last 5 Years - A Memory Play | 7:30 - 9 PM
Student talents in both the Theatre Arts and the Music departments; Doudna Globe Studio
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

Don’t miss a minute of coverage!

Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
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Zombie Apocalypse
Luis Martinez

The Walking
Dead finale
shows power
Anyone who is avid fan of AMC’s “The Walking
Dead” must have tuned this past Sunday for the season 5, 90-minute finale; it was a pretty good episode.
While the episode was a lot less action packed than
some episodes this season, it was still a pretty good way
to end the season.
In the events leading up to the season finale, fans
were treated to a lot of truly memorable scenes, such as
what happened in Terminus—the group getting rescued by Carol, Father Gabriel’s biggest sin, and many
others. I mean who doesn’t remember tuning in and
seeing the Hunters from Terminus eating Bob’s leg,
or the group trying to rescue Beth from the hospital. I
mean honestly, who is upset that the writer decided to
kill off Beth? It was such an unexpected scene.
Sure, you could argue there were a lot more memorable deaths like Sasha killing Bob before he turned,
or when Rick’s group killed every single Hunter in the
church. All of this was just in the first half of the season, and I already knew I was going to be in for one
wild season.
During the second half of the season, I remember
just waiting to see what was going to happen next, seeing how the characters were coping with Beth’s death.
Next thing I know, at the end of the episode, Tyreese is
bitten by a walker and hallucinates about past friends
and enemies—the Governor, Lizzie and Mika return
and it was just a “what-in-the-world-is-going-on” kind
of moment.
At the point the group is just coming to terms with
what the world has become and next thing I know, out
comes Aaron, a scout for a gated community called
Alexandria. Immediately, I think it’s a trap—a result of
the last gated community in the show, Woodbury.
Anyway, a couple of episodes later and the group
makes it to Alexandria and while it seemed nice and
civilized, I kept expecting to see some twisted-minded
leader and the community would all be a lie. But what
I didn’t see was the problem was with the community, it was in Rick’s group. I mean they were so detached
from what civilization was truly like. They were having
a hard time readjusting.
Of course they were offered jobs in the community,
but I was just waiting for something to happen.
Then we come to the final three episodes, and
things are just breaking down. Probably the most disturbing moment from these episodes was Noah’s gruesome death. Honestly, the scene is right up there with
the Red Viper’s death in Game of Throne, and that
show has some really graphic death scenes.
Rick is a constable in Alexandria and he finds out
that one of the residents named Pete is beating his wife
and son. Rick gets into a bit of an altercation with Pete,
and goes nuts.
In the finale, Rick goes on a trial type of deal, but as
his group argues what Rick does is to help people survives, and then Pete shows up with Michonne’s sword,
kills the husband of the leader of Alexandria, and gets
tackled to the ground.
Rick gets the word and puts a bullet in between the
guy’s head, and the very last scene of the episode, Rick
sees Morgan, the man who saved him in the very first
episode and then, credits roll.
What a cliffhanger. Early when season five was
announced, it was also announced that the show
would be renewed for a sixth season, well before season
five premiered. The show is based of a comic books
series of the same name, and so I have an idea of what
the show has planned for season six.
Luis Martinez is a freshman journalism
major. He can be reached
at denopinions@gmail.com.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

State cuts in education funding too severe
As if people in Illinois were not worried enough about
their respective universities going down in flames because of next year’s budget, they can now bite their nails
through the last three months of this year’s budget cycle.
The House and Senate both approved a plan last
week to take back 2.25 percent of the money it allocated
to various areas, including about $150 million from education and about $300 million in total.
Another part of the plan proposed by Democratic
House Speaker Michael Madigan is to take about $1.3
billion from balances in special funds.
The plan plays into Gov. Bruce Rauner’s larger goal to
remedy a $1.6 billion deficit in fiscal year 2016’s budget.
Not only are universities facing a potential 31.5 percent reduction in funding next year because of Rauner’s
proposed higher education budget, now they have to
scramble to work out ways to reduce already limited expenditures for the rest of this year.
At Eastern, this 2.25 percent reduction means the
university has to return about $1 million of the $44 million appropriated from the state for fiscal year 2015.
In an article in Wednesday’s edition of The Daily
Eastern News, Paul McCann, the interim vice president
for business affairs, said this retraction would mean he
would have to start reallocating funds and looking for

places in Eastern’s budget where money could be given
back.
The university has already committed or spent nearly all of its allocated funds, as the fiscal year is practically over. Come fiscal year 2016 starting in July, Eastern
could have to function with $13.85 million less from
the state if Rauner’s higher education budget cuts are approved to the level he proposed, though many predict
they will not be.
Taking back $1 million now, when the university already has to figure out how it would function next year
with up to a third less funding, seems like a cruel joke,
adding insult to injury.
Rauner came into office at the beginning of this year,
so it is understandable he and the General Assembly
have inherited the problems former legislators were not
able to fix. If the new leaders were not trying to change
things and come up with a solution, people would probably be equally as mad.
Walking into a position where he has to run a place
that is slowly losing all its money and inhabitants, sadly,
is similar to a new president taking over at Eastern at a
time when the state is going back on its support and enrollment is declining.
While the state clearly cannot function with such a

huge hole in the budget, and sacrifices have to be made
somewhere, defunding education is not the right way
to do it. Most people were taught at a young age not to
give things and take them back; the fact that the state can
even do so is ridiculous.
One of the few times this has been done in the state’s
history was right after the Sept. 11 attacks when states
were experiencing recessions; doing it now just shows
how desperate the state is.
At the same time, giving nothing or significantly less
in the first place puts universities in an even worse position.
President Bill Perry has said in his testimony to the
state that, as public servants, Eastern would surely share
the burden, but more than $13 million in one year is too
much to take on.
Education should be one of the very last things on the
list for the government to pull money from. Rauner has
mentioned in many speeches how deplorable the statistics are for more people leaving the state than entering it.
If people can not learn here, they can’t start careers
here, why would they want to stay?
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Personality not developed, derived from birth
This is a random idea, but I’ve thought about this
for a while and concluded that one’s personality isn’t
just something manmade or something you always
develop as you grow.
I think you’re just flat out born with your own personality. Of course, I’m exaggerating here but some
babies are born squinty-eyed and cackling hysterically;
some screech like banshees.
Some babies are born wide-eyed and silent and
some are sliced open out of their mother’s stomachs. Those babies are what I like to call the stubborn
mules. They were too determined to sit on their butts
and said, “There’s no way I’m not coming out that
other way because I don’t feel like it.” C-section babies
are by far the most spoiled.
So however the kid is born you can interpret the
loud-mouthed one to eventually and evidently become a shrieking toddler; a sass-mouthing child; a
whining teenager and typically an adult who’s opinion
is never solicited but they open their mouths anyway.
Or you might consider a child who came out with
their eyes the size of quarter dollars and their lips shut
so tightly they almost look sewn together--to be a thin,
hard lipped, introspect; what we would now call a silent genius.
Or they might become a follower, the bland kind
of person with “no personality”, about as sour as their

Margorie Clemente
parents’ marriage and as plain as your eggs sunny side
up without pinches of salt.
And then there are the class clowns; the babies
born consumed with giggle fits. What I’m wondering is what kind of pregnancy did that mother and
child endure to have fallen into this world consumed
with laughter. The more I think about it, the more intrigued I am.
Point is, personality can be modified, I guess. It can
be reshaped, molded, because children are malleable.
But, nevertheless, we’re all inevitably born with one
thing in common—actually several things in common, but one thing certain—our personality.
Notice how you can snatch a box of crayons
from one child and while one might sit there and begin wailing their little heart out, another child might
get up and attempt to snatch it back and in the pro-

cess, probably smacking the other child upside the
head. And then there’s the child who sits in silence and
watches the other kid scribbling violently with their
handful of stolen of crayons while they all go dull in
their chubby hand, from the red crayon to apricot and
black. In other words: me.
Notice how you can ask a child, “Is that what really happened?” While one kid might nod sheepishly
and drop his eyes to the ground, face flushed red, another child may lift his chin and elaborate on the story
in a wily, effortless way.
Among the endless persons and innumerable personalities in the world, which one are you? Which one
am I? Under which category do we fall? Who determines how we’ll end up? Who knows? Our parents?
The government? Society? Maybe God? Psychologists?
Neurologists? Physiologists? Psychiatrists?
The medicine we might have taken surely wouldn’t
know. The food we eat and clothes we wear and words
we say have no clue. The papers we write and the
homes we live in can’t speak for us. Maybe the lines we
color in and out of with our dull, apricot-colored crayon know.
Because I sure don’t.
Margorie Clemente is a senior English major.
She can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
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Thedford said the board members look over
the budget, and depending on how much money the university has, they will approve the budget or make cuts to it if necessary.
Also on the agenda is the upcoming Student
Action Team trip to Springfield in two weeks.
“We will be getting an update on the Student
Action Team’s trip to Springfield,” Thedford said.
“We will look at how many applications we have
and how many students we can send.”
Thedford will also be giving an update on the
“It’s On Us” campaign, since April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Thedford said the senate
would also talk about the spring student government elections. Applications for student govern-

»
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ment positions are due by April 1.
The senate will also talk about the distinguished faculty member award, as well as the last
Prowl event of the year, “Picnic with the Prez,”
on April 29.
The event will be President Bill Perry’s last
Prowl event before he vacates the presidency in
June.
The Student Senate will be meeting at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It’s kind of a shame because the impact of what
happens locally is on people,” Muller said. “Lots
of meetings have no one except city staff and reporters. Sometimes people come who are interested, and we’re happy to see them.”
Rennels said voter turnout for students on consolidated elections is usually pitiful.
“We had maybe 50 for the last consolidated
election,” she said.
To run for a city council position in Charleston, nominees are required to have resided within
the limits of the municipality for at least one year
before election time and must be a registered voter.
They cannot owe any money on taxes, or have any
other debts with the city.
Muller said even if they have not paid their water bill, that is grounds to be unable to run, as well
as more serious debts.
Nominees for city council cannot have been
connected in any way to a felony, and they need
to file a petition with the required 21 signatures,
which is 1 percent of the people who voted in the
preceding election in the municipality for mayor.
“This is different for everybody in the county,”
Muller said.
They also need a statement of economic interest. If the person running is a part of a company the city hires, they have to disclose this fact,
though it does not make them ineligible to run.
This needed to be filed before Nov. 24.
Candidates also must have the option of signing

and submitting a loyalty oath that declares they are
not affiliated with communist organizations or advocate the overthrow of the government.
Muller said this oath used to be required until
legislation passed against it because of the nature
of government.
“We have a lot of freedoms in this country, one
of them being you can have whatever beliefs you
want to,” Muller said. “You can’t be forced to sign
the loyalty oath.”
Every candidate Muller has encountered has
signed this loyalty oath despite the fact that it is
not required.
“Most people running are proud to be citizens,”
Muller said. “That’s one of the reasons they are
running for office.”
Because the two council members are running
unopposed, they do not need to do as much to
run.
“They will probably post signs and wait for the
elections,” Muller said.
Responsibilities of city council members including going to meetings on the first and third Thursday of every month. It is a part time job, with
council members able to hold other jobs. Council
members make $5,000 a year.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Members of Kappa Delta perform songs during Greek Sing on April 6, 2014, in Lantz Arena.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fraternities and sororities will be preforming for the Airband competition at 7 p.m.
April 18 in Lantz Arena. Coronation will also
take place at this time.
Greek Sing and the closing ceremony will
take place the following day, at 11 a.m. April
19 in Lantz Arena.
Dean Harwood said he does not expect the
Greek events to be spread across two weeks
next year.
“Easter 2016 is on March 27, so I would
anticipate that we will be on the traditional
schedule again next year,” Harwood said.
This is not the first time the events have
been spread out though.
“In 2012, due to the dates for Easter, we
held Airband and Greek Sing on March 31
and April 1, took the week off (Easter was on
April 8), and then held the remaining Greek
Week events,” Harwood said. “I don’t know
if that happened any time before I started at
EIU.”
Tickets for Airband and Greek Sing are
available at the ticket office and on its website.

“Easter 2016 is on March
27, so I would anticipate
that we will be on the
traditional schedule again
next year.”
-Dean Harwood, director of
fraternities and sororities

The Daily Eastern News plans to cover Tugs
and Pyramids competitions as they transpire.
The News’ annual special Greek Week issue
will print April 13 with several Greek-focused
stories and coverage.
Jarad Jarmon can be
reached at 581-2812
or denmanaging@eiu.edu.
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Diverse music to be showcased

By T’Nerra Butler
Staff Reporter | @Den_News
The Association of International Students will be
showcasing a variety of cultures in the “Sounds of the
World” at 7 p.m. Friday in
the Grand Ballroom of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Shafa Shamim, the president of the association, said
international students will
once again come together
to sing and dance to express
their culture.
Shamim said many people
requested for “Sounds of the
World” to be brought during
the spring, so the association
planned the event for a second spin this academic year.
“Food and drinks will be
ser ved at each table now
because food seems to always run out,” Shamim said.
“People don’t have to stand
in line; it’s really convenient

rather than standing.”
Shamim said this event
brings diversity to Eastern
because not many organizations bring attention to differences in other countries.
She said activities and
games would be played between performances.
“We have eight to nine
performances, and some performers will be from Korea,
India and Nepal,” Shamim
said.
David Constantinescu,
the vice president of the association, said this event
makes Eastern aware of other peoples’ cultures.
“Because we have such a
small group of international students, it can be overwhelming when ever yone
comes in,” Constantinescu
said. “There can be a culture
shock coming to America;
we organize these events to
bring everyone together, and
we’re spreading every coun-

FILE PHOTO

Sunrose Maskey, a freshman psychology major
performs a Napali dance to
Shakira’s “Waka Waka” song
for Sounds of the World on
October 14, 2014.

try all together with these
activities.”
Shamim said this is the

first time “Sounds of the
World” is taking place in the
Grand Ballroom.
“ We we re s u p p o s e d t o
have the event before spring
break, but we didn’t schedule it, and luckily got the
Grand Ballroom.”
Shamim said the doors
would close exactly at 7 p.m.
because in the past, people
have snuck into the event.
“If you want to get your
tickets, get them beforehand
because this time we are going to be really strict so people cannot sneak into the
Ballroom,” Shamim said.
Tickets can be bought for
$2 in advance at the Office
of International Students
and Scholars and $3 at the
door. Tickets and an association shirt can be bought for
$5 throughout the week.

Bartenders needed at The Place in Ashmore, Illinois. Weekends required. Call
349-8613. Inquire within Monday
through Friday 9-5.
___________________________4/3
Waitress wanted part-time. Apply after 4 pm. Need to be here during
breaks. Pagliai’s Pizza, 1600 Lincoln,
Charleston.
___________________________4/3

Sublessors
Millennium Apartments- $325 per
month plus utilities. Available now until July.
217-519-2769
___________________________4/3
University Village- 1 BR, $735. Water,
cable, internet. Couples welcome, pet
friendly. Summer availability.
773-841-8039
___________________________4/7
1 and 2 BR apts for Fall across from
Doudna.

For rent
345-2416
___________________________4/2
For Rent Fall 2015. 2-4 BR house, 2
blocks from campus. W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text (217) 276-7003.
___________________________4/3
Beautiful 1 and 2 BR penthouse apt.
Huge bedrooms, central air, full fitness center, walk-in closets. Too
much to list! Best prices in town!
815-600-3129 Leave Message
___________________________4/3
BOWERS RENTALS 1-5 BR homes…
All located south of Lincoln Avenue…Starting at $275/mo.
217-345-4001
eiuliving.com
___________________________4/3
4 BR 2 Bath Home. 3-4 tenants (307
Polk Ave.) Close to campus. Concrete drive, huge patio, and front
porch. Very well maintained! High
efficiency furnace, C/A, washer/dryer.
Contact Pam at 549-5402.
Pictures on Craigslist under
address.
___________________________4/3

For rent
4 BR 2 Bath Home. 3-4 tenants
(1526 3rd St.) On campus. Very nice,
clean, well maintained. High efficiency furnace, C/A, washer/dryer.
Nice private backyard and big front
porch.
Contact Pam at 549-5402.
Pictures available on Craigslist
under address.
___________________________4/3
3 great locations & sizes/prices to fit
your needs.
217-348-1479 www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
~BEST DEAL IN TOWN~ 2 bd/1.5 ba
$595/mo TOTAL 2 peo/unit. Trash/
parking incl. 1509 2nd.
217-348-1479. www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and garbage included. $250/person.
232-4312
___________________________4/3
LOOKING FOR QUALITY HOUSING
FOR NEXT YEAR!? Check us out! 1-6
Bedrooms.
www.EIUforrent.com 217-345-2982
___________________________4/6
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812
9th St. sammyrentals.com
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673
CALL OR TEXT.
___________________________4/7
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. One unit
left!
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374.
__________________________4/10
4 bedroom 2 bath pats
Across from Lantz. Free cable/internet. Fully furnished. $380 a month.
$100 Sign-on bonus
217-345-3353
__________________________4/17
4 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath house
North of Greek Court. Free cable/internet. Fully furnished. $350 a month.
$100 Sign-on bonus
217-345-3353
__________________________4/17
6 Bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1, 6 total 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $275 each. Large
yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D. 217345-3273.
__________________________4/17

For rent
3-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each. A/C,
W/D, off-street parking.
217-345-3273
__________________________4/17
3-5 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE1836 11th. $275 each, covered
patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-354-3273
__________________________4/17
South Campus Suites 2 bedroom 1
bath townhouses available for Fall
2015. Fully furnished, all-inclusive
price $475! Call us today for your
apartment showing. Stay Unique
217-345-RENT (7368).
unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Very spacious 5 bedroom house
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for
15-16! Great location, all-inclusive
pricing, W/D.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368)
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6
BR houses. Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________4/30
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559.
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block
from EIU, all kitchen appliances,
water & trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH’S, LESS THAN A
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30

Get the DEN sent straight to your email!
Sign up today at DENnews.com

Good Housing, Proven Management
1 person from $350-440
2 persons from $290/person
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted

Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015

For rent
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR
APTS. as low as $285/person. All appliances, some with dishwasher, W/D,
or garage. Trash pd., some with water
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU.
Carlyle Apartments, 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt.,
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS.
Carlyle Apartments, 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE.
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio 1,
2 and 3 bedroom apartments. Great
locations.
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom,
recently remodeled, free 50” LCD TV
included, one month free rent.
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL!
Apt. with 1 bedroom loft. Furnished
for a couple or single. $385 for 1 or
$435 for 2. 1/2 duplex- 1 block N. of
O’Brien Field for school year 20152016. Call Jan 345-8350.
___________________________5/4
Available Summer and Fall 2015. 1, 2
and 3 apartments, water and trash included. Plenty of parking. Buchanan
Street Apartments. 217-345-1266
___________________________5/4
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
One house 3 people $250 each, 2 people $300 each. 11 month lease, W/D.
1521 11th Street. Call 549-7031
___________________________5/4

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL
*Quiet
locations

For Appointment
217-348-7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

www.CharlestonILApts.com
Tweet
Tweet

Nice 1-5 BR Homes
Rates starting at
$275/month

Call or text 217-345-4001
or visit eiuliving.com

Check out our photo
galleries online!

Follow
the Daily
Eastern
News
Sports
twitter!
DEN_Sports

www.dailyeasternnews.com
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Brant Valach, third baseman for the Panthers, swings at a pitch in the game against Illinois State University Tuesday at Coaches Stadium. The Panthers now have a record of 0-21.

Panthers squander lead late, fall to Redbirds
DeJong hits 3
homeruns in
comeback win
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
Illinois State scored six runs off senior pitcher Adam Casson in the top of
the ninth inning to defeat the Eastern
baseball team, 18-14, at Coaches Stadium Tuesday.
Red-shirt junior Joe Kelch led off the
top of the ninth with a solo home run
to left field to tie the game at 13.
Junior Jared Hendren reached on a
fielder’s choice with the bases loaded
and one out, after Panther senior third
baseman Brant Valach tried to throw
the runner out at home, but junior
catcher John DeVito could not hold on
to the ball.
With the Redbirds up 14-13, ju-

nior Ryan Koziol doubled to left center, which scored three runs, extending
the lead to 17-14. Kelch singled to left,
scoring the 18th run of the game for Illinois State.
Casson finished the ninth inning allowing six runs on four hits and two
walks while taking the loss for the Panthers on the mound.
After trailing 10-3 early in the game,
senior Caleb Howell drove in three runs
on a double to left field to tie the game
at 10.
The Panthers took the lead after Valach doubled to right center, which
scored Howell. Red-shirt junior Demetre Taylor drove in Valach to give the
Panthers a 12-10 lead.
After Redbird red-shirt junior Paul
DeJong hit his third home run of
the game to tie the game at 12, Eastern senior second baseman Dane Sauer scored on a bunt to give the Panthers
a 13-12 lead.
DeJong hit three of the seven home

NON-CONFERENCE MATCHUP
ILLINOIS STATE VS. EASTERN ILLINOIS

18-14
runs for the Redbirds. Illinois State
scored 18 runs on 22 hits.
DeJong finished the day going 4-for5 with six RBIs and four runs scored.
Valach said this was the first game
the Panthers competed in for a full nine
innings this season, despite losing.
“We have had trouble doing that
early on in the year,” Valach said. “We
would score a couple early, have the
lead, then give it up and we would stay
down in the game. It was nice to see
some two out hits by Caleb. Demetre
and Scholl had nice days too. We really
competed today.”
The Panthers got production from

every hitter in the order, but most importantly from the bottom of their lineup, which included Sauer, Casson and
DeVito.
The three hitters went a combined
7-for-13 in Tuesday’s game and had
three RBIs and scored six runs.
Sauer said getting production from
the bottom of the lineup is a big boost
for his team.
“It was great to see the guys in the
bottom of the lineup do their job of
getting on base,” he said. “That will be
important for us to win games, so to do
that today was a big step forward.”
Howell went 3-for-6 with six RBIs

and scored three runs. Taylor had one
of his best games on the season going
3-for-6 with four RBIs.
Freshman Joe Duncan continued
his hot stretch of baseball, after batting
nearly .500 over the weekend against
Murray State.
Duncan finished the game going
4-for-6, scoring two runs. Sauer said
Duncan is going to be an impactful
player for the Panther offense moving
forward.
“That kid is a good player for sure,”
he said. “He’s only going to get better.
He’s just a freshman, learning something new every day. He’s a darn good
ball player, and he’s definitely going to
come around.”
The loss drops the Panthers to 0-21
on the season. Eastern will be back in
action for a Thursday-Saturday series
against Tennessee Tech.
Bob Reynolds can be reached at
581-2812 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Women’s tennis team sits at 3rd in conference
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern women’s tennis team
has won its last five out of six conference games and currently sits in 3rd
place in the Ohio Valley Conference
standings.
The Panthers are a half-game behind leaders Murray State and Southern Illinois-Edwardsville.
Eastern had two come-from-behind
victories in its last two matches against
Tennessee-Martin and Southeast Missouri.
Eastern coach John Blackburn said
the two wins showed multiple characteristics of his team.
“I think it shows the team has a lot

of resiliency and character,” Blackburn
said. “In the match against UT-Martin, we lost the doubles point to start
the match and then were behind early
in two of the four singles matches, we
won. Our players are fighting hard and
not giving in when they face adversity,
which is awesome to see.”
Blackburn was impressed with the
way juniors Kelly Iden, Ali Foster, Hannah Kimbrough and sophomore Kamile Stadalninkaite’s singles matches
were played against Tennessee-Martin.
“I was also pleased with some improved doubles play and a very complete singles effort against SEMO,” he
said.
The Panthers shut out Southeast
Missouri Sunday, and only one singles

“Our players are
fighting hard and not
giving in when they
face adversity, which is
awesome to see.”
-John Blackburn,
Eastern tennis coach

match had to go into a tiebreaker. Friday, the Panthers defeated TennesseeMartin, 4-3.
Foster and Kimbrough defeated

their opponent, 8-1, while Iden and
Stadalninkaite defeated their opponent, 8-2, Sunday.
With the Panthers currently in a
good position to get the No. 1 seed in
the conference tournament, Blackburn
said his team is focusing on their own
level of play.
“We’re showing we are capable of
playing at a level that will allow us to
be very competitive in the OVC,” he
said. “We’re focusing on consistently
reaching that level and letting the rest
take care of itself.”
The conference tournament starts
April 17 in Nashville, Tenn., and it
will be at the Centennial Sportsplex
Center.
The Panthers face Jacksonville State

Saturday in the beginning of a fourgame stretch before they start their
conference tournament.
Eastern will take on Belmont Tuesday and then be at home April 10-11
against Morehead State and Eastern
Kentucky at Darling Courts.
Blackburn said it is exciting to see
the beginning of what his team is capable of doing down the stretch in the final games of the season.
“The race is really with ourselves,”
he said. “We need to pursue our best
every day, and I think that gives us a
chance to be successful.”

Pick up tomorrow’s edition of The Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!

Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: FINAL: @EIU falls to Illinois State 18-14. The Panthers are now 0-21 on the season.

S ports

Sports Editor
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DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Junior first baseman Kylie Bennett went 2-for-2 Saturday in the Panthers’ 7-6 win over Murray State. Bennett has a .282 batting average while maintaining a 3.9 GPA.

Bennett’s work ethic garners success
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter | @Den Sports

Kylie Bennett, junior first baseman for the Eastern softball team,
has shown a strong work ethic on the
field and in the classroom.
Bennett’s drive to succeed was
shown Saturday when the Panthers
took on Murray State in a doubleheader.
Bennett struggled in game one but
came out strong in the second game
to help the Panthers come back and
defeat Murray State, 7-6.
Bennett went 2-for-2 at the plate
with a walk in the game. Her first hit
came in the fifth inning starting a
four-run rally for the Panthers.
Her second hit came in the sixth
inning to help the Panthers take the
lead and eventually win the game.
“In the first game, I don’t know

what was going on,” Bennett said.
“That girl had my number.”
She seemed to figure it out between games.
“I just had a different approach,”
she said. “I just have to make this
happen, this has to be the game I finally pull through. It’s all a mental
game.”
Bennett said she tries to never let
other at-bats influence her next plate
appearance.
“After the first game, my confidence was low,” Bennett said. “But I
just tell myself that I can play better
and to come out with a win I need to
help my team.”
Bennett makes sure she has a lot
of confidence in herself when she
goes up to the plate no matter what.
“My main focus is self confidence,” Bennett said. “And going up
there with a plan for that game and

knowing that I’m better than this
pitcher no matter who it is.”
She is hitting .282 on the year,
with six RBIs. She also has two home
runs this season.
Bennett’s drive to work hard
comes from wanting to support the
team in any way she can.
She wants to be a good role model for the underclassmen and show
them what it takes to be a leader.
In Bennett’s three years, she has
had to adjust to different batting
styles.
Coaches wanted her to hit one
way her freshman year, and when
coach Angie Nicholson came in last
year, she had to change again.
Bennett said it took her almost a
whole year to adjust.
“Coming into college from
any hitting style is kind of hard to
change to what the coaches want,”

Bennett said. “This year I definitely
see more improvements, not only in
my swing, but my ability to hit the
ball.”
Nicholson has seen many improvements in Bennett over the past
year.
“The biggest improvement I’ve
seen is her attitude and willingness
to learn,” Nicholson said.
Her work ethic in the classroom
helps her maintain her 3.9 GPA
while being in the Honors College
and majoring in communication disorders and sciences.
For Bennett, time management is
the hardest part about being a student athlete.
She said she has to find time to
do her homework after her practices while still keeping her social life.
“My goal is to always do the
best I can and get straight A’s,”

Bennett said.
Bennett maintains her GPA by
studying for tests a week in advance
because she wants to know the material like the back of her hand.
She will also make lists of everything she has to do each day in the
order she thinks she will do them.
She also studies every night for her
classes.
Nicholson also likes the work ethic Bennett shows in the classroom
and tells the team school comes first.
“She knows what she is here for
and it reflects on the field as well,”
Nicholson said.
Nicholson said she likes how Bennett is a role model for being a student and is someone for the younger
players to look up to.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Panthers fall to Belmont in 2nd-straight loss
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @Den_Sports
The Eastern men’s tennis team took
its second-straight loss in league play at
Belmont Tuesday afternoon, losing 6-1.
The Panthers now sit at 3-12 overall
and 2-3 in the Ohio Valley Conference
after winning their first two conference
matches.
Belmont moved back to .500 with
an 8-8 overall record and a 3-3 record
in conference play, moving past Eastern.
The Panthers moved near the bottom
of the OVC standings with only Murray
State and Tennessee Tech below them,
who are winless in conference matches.
With four conference games left,
Eastern still needs two more victories to

make the OVC tournament.
The Panthers struggled once again in
doubles taking losses in both the No. 1
and No. 3 spot. The No. 2 spot went unfinished.
Junior Robert Skolik’s hot streak finally ended as he lost in both doubles and
singles matches.
Skolik and freshman Preston Touliatos took a tough loss in the No. 1 doubles spot, losing 8-6 to Mauricio Antun and Marko Lovrinovic. The No. 1
duo for Belmont moved to 11-11 overall, which leads the team while going 3-1
against conference opponents.
Skolik and Touliatos now sit at 5-9 in
doubles matches, which leads the Panthers. Eastern’s doubles record now sits
at 7-27.

BELMONT VS.
EASTERN ILLINOIS

6-1
“They came out strong and we
showed up in doubles,” Skolik said.
“Once they got the doubles point, they
took all the momentum, and we struggled to take any ourselves.”
He said it’s all about timing for the
doubles teams this year, and that’s why
they have struggled.
“The previous two years we would all
play good on the same days and bad on

the same days, but this year has been different,” Skolik said. “Usually one team
shows up really strong like (Henderson)
and (Silva) did today and the other two
teams can’t get it done.”
The Panthers came away unsuccessful in singles matches as well after nearly getting swept through the lineup until
freshman Grant Reiman defeated Geoff
Tulloch 6-1, 6-4, in the No. 6 spot.

Skolik had his seven-match singles
win streak snapped by Belmont’s No.
1 player Antun in two close games 6-4,
6-3. Skolik’s overall record now sits at
8-7 in singles matches, which leads the
team.
“I knew he would be tough,” Skolik
said. “I came in expecting to win but he
was on another level for sure.”
Antun went undefeated last season for
Belmont and earned OVC Player of the
Year for the Bruins as well.
The Panthers will try to end their twogame skid Thursday as they travel to
Tennessee Tech for a match at 1 p.m. at
the Tech Courts.
Cody Delmendo can be reached at
581-2812 or cddelmendo@eiu.edu.

